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Ohio Senate Bill 306 passed the Ohio Senate on March 25 and is now in the Ohio House. Our tracking puts it at a 95% probability of reaching a House floor vote. A vote could come within weeks.
What the bill does
SB 306 started as an insurance regulatory cleanup bill. But tucked inside are provisions that directly affect auto repair facilities -- and by extension, the businesses that supply them. 
Three provisions stand out:
1. Storage fee cutoff the bill cuts off a shop's ability to charge storage fees once an insurance company declares a vehicle a total loss -- even if the insurer hasn't arranged to pick the vehicle up yet. Shops absorb that cost with no recourse.
2. Mandatory insurer vehicle access Insurers would gain the right to access and inspect a vehicle at the shop before repairs can begin. No timeline requirements on the insurer to show up. Shops wait. Cash flow stalls.
3. Dealers are exempt the bill defines "repair facility" in a way that excludes new vehicle dealerships entirely. Dealers face none of the same restrictions. Independent shops do.
Why this matters to parts businesses
Independent repair shops are your customers. When their margins get squeezed by insurance company delays and uncollected fees, they do fewer repairs and buy fewer parts. The dealer exemption compounds this -- it tilts the playing field toward dealer service departments and away from the independent shops your business depends on.
What you can do
Contact your Ohio House representative and tell them SB 306 needs to be amended before it passes. Ask them to:
· Require insurers to pick up total loss vehicles within a defined timeframe before storage fees are cut off
· Apply the same rules equally to dealerships and independent shops
Find your Ohio House member at legislature.ohio.gov.
Questions? Contact the Auto Care Association Government Affairs team at GovernmentAffairs@autocare.org.
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Independence drives us.





